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The Introduction of English Major

The Department of English at the School of Foreign Languages, South-Central
University was established in 1985. That same year, the department began admitting
its first bachelor degree students in English, then expanding to bachelor degree
candidates in 1986. A Hubei Provincial First-class Program and a National First-class
Undergraduate Program were designated to the department in 2019 and 2022,
respectively. Currently, the department currently has 19 full-time faculty members,
including five professors, ten associate professors, and four lecturers. Among them,
six hold doctoral degrees, one is a doctoral candidate, six are specially-appointed
professors, and two are international faculty members, creating a highly educated and
well-structured academic team in terms of academic pedigree and age.
Over the past five years, the faculty of the English Department have led three national
social science fund projects and three provincial-level projects. They have published
more than ten monographs and translations, and received three provincial-level or
higher teaching achievement awards. The program aims to develop interdisciplinary
foreign language professionals with a solid foundation in English,
equipped with essential theories and knowledge in linguistics, literature, translation
and Eastern and Western cultures, and English education, alongside a
strong capability in critical thinking, cross-cultural communication, English teaching,
and research.

Core courses include Comprehensive English, English Public Speaking, A
Survey of Chinese Culture (in English), A Survey of Western Culture, Cross-Cultural
Communication, General Introduction to English Linguistics, History and Selected
Readings of English Literature, History and Selected Readings of American Literature,
English and Chinese Translation, and others. In addition, there are also unique
courses on ethnic culture, like Traditional Cultures of Chinese Ethnic Groups (in
English) as well as practical courses such as English Listening and Speaking Practice
and Career Planning.

Students in this program have completed over 10 national-level innovation and
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entrepreneurship projects, and have won over 500 awards in various academic
competitions, including more than 30 national-level awards. English major graduates
have broad career prospects, and are capable of teaching or conducting research in
educational institutions, or working in government departments and business
enterprises in foreign affairs, translation and management. Many graduates hold
positions in state organs, public institutions, and various enterprises. Approximately
30% of students choose to continue their studies and pursue master degrees at
prestigious universities at home and abroad, such as Beijing Foreign Studies
University, Shanghai International Studies University, Wuhan University, George
Washington University in the United States, University of Toronto in Canada, and

University of Melbourne in Australia.
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Undergraduate Program for English is designed to undertake the fundamental task of
cultivating students with a strong sense of Chinese national community, comprehensive
development in morality, intelligence, physical fitness, aesthetic appreciation, and labor skills. It
centers on cultivating  students with good moral character, a solid foundation in the English
language, and basic theoretical knowledge in linguistics, literature, translation, and Chinese and
Western cultures. Students will be developed into proficient critical and cross-cultural
communication ability as well as some research abilities, and innovative spirit. Graduates are
capable of work in education, foreign affairs, translation, management and research and other
sectors They will be able to work in educational, foreign affairs, translation, management, research
and other related fields. Lastly, this program will also lay a solid foundation for the students to
pursue their M. A in English and other programs.

1. Knowledge objectives
To cultivate students’ comprehensive understanding and mastery of the English language
and literature, including basic knowledge and skills in phonetics, grammar, semantics, rhetoric,
and in-depth understanding of the history, culture, style, and genres of English literature. In
addition, students are encouraged to pay attention to new trends and research areas in modern
English language and literature, such as new media, digital humanities, cross-cultural studies, etc.
Students should also possess basic knowledge of a second foreign language.

2. Practical abilities

To cultivate student’ ability to deeply understand and analyze literary works, including
identifying themes, styles, language features, etc. and to engage in critical thinking and analysis.
Students are encouraged to explore innovative literary themes and forms, and to cultivate their

innovative consciousness and thinking. In addition, students should develop their research abilities,



including literature review, independent thinking, and innovative research.

3. Professional qualities

To cultivate students’ with professional skills and knowledge that can enable them to perform
various professional positions in related fields, such as translation, education, editing, publishing,
advertising, marketing, etc. It is also necessary to develop students’ good communication skills
and team spirit, so that they can collaborate and communicate with people from different cultures
and backgrounds. Students should also possess professional ethics and a sense of social
responsibility, and be able to fulfill professional duties with integrity and responsibility, pay
attention to social issues, and actively participate in social services.

4. Development potential
To cultivate students’ interdisciplinary abilities, and to integrate English language and literature
with other fields such as history, philosophy, sociology, political science, etc., to solve complex
academic and social problems. At the same time, it is also necessary to develop students’
cross-cultural communication and multilingual abilities, understand the similarities and
differences between different cultures, and master the skills and strategies of cross-cultural

communication.

=, HLER
III Basic Requirements for Graduation

KRN AR FEE ST L SCF PUESCH B R R A B AR AR, B3y i
By 5. RSN, BAEACERREE . SCHIRE R BHFAIRIHTRE I URE B
e R AR RE

Beb A B ERAT PR L T A RR A RE
HITRER:

(D HERRFMWIEE S WL, WHE BR. BR. SURFIES MR

(2)  PABIGE AR EEAE NG, 1 32 BRI S S R 1 e s

(3> TSEEEZRE RS S MEOG . 5. 0. Bl EHEEREARNE N,
(4 THRERMIGS RREGE. 7 E & RS 2B U 2257
(5)  FEE—FERFEARBIL Fos BRI

REJIER:



(1D BAHSRMEEN. W, 3. 5. B EEIEMNIE S BT B AR e
71

(2)  HA S SCE FATRE ) RO St SO AR 3 AT A B S A A 1) RE

(3> RAHTERET B Q% L2 50 R

(4 BAAZHIAEEEARRER. Al REEEMEE):

(5)  HABHTWREI . 2. MR BRIZEE R8T

(6)  HAZE ANEEREEAZHEES

Students in the program will learn basic theories and knowledge in language, literature,
culture and translation. They will master English through learning and training, and acquire skills
in cross-culture communication, literature appreciation, critical and creative thinking, and
information search.
Graduates from the program will:

Requirements for knowledge:

--have systematic command of knowledge about English phonetics, lexicology, grammar,

discourse analysis, rhetoric and stylistic;

-- be familiar with influential writers and their works of English literature, and the development of

literature in main English countries;

-- have a general idea of English countries’ history, politics, economy, culture, technology and

military conditions of contemporary society;

-- master basic knowledge about academic researches, teaching and translation.

Requirements for abilities:

--acquire English language abilities of listening, speaking, reading, writing, interpreting and
translating and being able to make cross-cultural communications with comprehensive language
knowledge;

-- be able to analyze, appreciate and comment on English literature;

-- be able to do critical thinking, innovation and researching with professional knowledge;

-- able to retrieve, search, and acquire information with modern information technologies;

-- be able to discover, analyze and solve problems related to their professional knowledge;

-- be able to use a second foreign language to make basic communication.
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Knowledge Courses: Contrastive Studies of English and Chinese, Introduction to English
Literature, English Linguistics, History and Selected Readings of English Literature, History and
Selected Readings of American Literature, English Lexicology, A Survey of Chinese Culture (in
English), A Survey of Western Culture (in English), Traditional Cultures of Chinese Ethnic Groups

(in English), Critical Theories and Practice of Literary Criticism, English Stylistics
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Main internship and practical training aims to promote students’ all-round development
including main practical training courses and practice program.
Main practical training courses include Audio-Oral English 3-4, English, English Public

Speaking, English Debating, Critical Thinking and Writing I-III etc. Students’ ability to carry our



research writing with professional knowledge can be strengthened.
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Form II. Major Course Platform
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Form III. Practical Course Platform
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